The subject of tlie Report before us is the wide spread existence of removable causes of disease, and the best mode of securing their removal.
Upon this point we may be very brief. The wide diffusion of the evil of excessive unliealthiness of towns is established by the fact, that out of 40 of the largest towns in England, four only have a rate of mortality not exceeding that of the average of the country; which average is itself raised by this excessive, and, as we shall shortly try to prove, artificially high mortality. The mortality of healthy districts is about two per cent. Eight only of the forty towns above alluded to have a rate of mortality less than two and a half per cent, while five have a rate exceeding three per cent.; and in one, Liverpool, the mortality has been three and a half per cent. In other words, while in a healthy district twenty out of a thousand inhabitants die annually, and the average duration of life is more than forty years, in five of these large towns thirty or more out of every thousand perish in the same time, and the average duration of their lives is reduced by one third of its natural period. It requires no argument to prove the incalculable importance of measures tending to diminish this fearful sacrifice of life, to alleviate the injury by which it is accompanied, and to extend to its natural term the period of existence for vast multitudes of our fellow creatures.
We will, however, present another illustration. In the fifth Report of the shire, Somersetshire that we have it in our power to diminish the number of deaths in the four millions of large town population by more than thirty thousand a year. But the benefit of improved sanatory precautions, though most urgently required in large towns, will not be confined to them. All parts of the country will participate, and we may estimate the number of lives which may probably .be annually saved, at a number considerably exceeding that which we have named.
It is with difficulty that the mind receives the idea of numbers larger than it is accustomed to deal with. A population of thirty thousand is that of a considerable town, such for instance as Derby, Lancaster, or York. Let us imagine one of these towns to pour forth all its inhabitants; let every dweller from cellar to garret appear; let every street, every alley, give up its living horde; let all, male and female, of every age, from the new-born babe to the octogenarian tottering on the brink of the grave, join in the vast crowd, to give us some slight ldea of the enormous multitude which we represent by the 
